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PRE-FABRICATED THIRD WORLD DEVELOPMENT 
ANNCR: 

A FULLY-EQUIPPED INDUSTRIAL PLANT, DESIGNED IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND CONSTRUCTED IN JAPAN, IS ON ITS WAY TO A VILLAGE IN 
THE BRAZILIAN JUNGLE REACHABLE ONLY BY SEA OR AIR. VOA'S LARRY 
LESUEUR HAS DETAILS IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

UNDER THE GREEN CANOPY OF THE UNDEVELOPED BRAZILIAN JUNGLE, 
ON A REMOTE TRIBUTARY OF THE AMAZON RIVER, GROUND IS BEING 
PREPARED FOR A PRE~FABRICATED INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX BUILT ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD, FEW PEOPLE ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE NAME 
OF THE MAN WHO DEVELOPED THIS IMAGINATIVE CONCEPT, EVEN THOUGH 
AT AGE EIGHTY, DANIEL K. LUDWIG IS REPUTED TO BE THE RICHEST 
MAN IN THE WORLD, 

MR. LUDWIG AVOIDS PUBLICITY, BUT CAN OCCASIONALLY BE SEEN 
WALKING TO WORK ON THE STREETS OF NEW YORK. HE HAD FEW 
ADVANTAGES AS A YOUTH. HE LEFT A PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
AFTER THE EIGHTH GRADE AND WENT TO WORK AS A SHIP CHANDLER, WHEN 
HE WAS NINETEEN HE HAD WON A MARINE ENGINEER'S CERTIFICATE AND 
WENT INTO SHIP=BUILDING ON HIS OWN, 

MR. LUDWIG HAD A LONG APPRENTICESHIP IN THE SHIP-BUILDING 
BUSINESS -- NOT WITHOUT FAILURES AND FEW SUCCESSES, BUT DURING 
WORLD WAR II HE WAS CREOITED WITH DEVELOPING A WELDING PROCESS 
TO REPLACE RIVETING IN SHIPS. HE WAS ALSO THE FIRST TO LAUNCH 
SHIPS SIDEWAYS INSTEAD OF BACKING THEM INTO THE WATER, HIS 
SUCCESS IN THE FINANCIAL WORLD CAME EARLIER -- IN 1936 ~~ WHEN 
HE CAME BY A METHOD OF FINANCING HIS PROJECTS, LUOWIG CONVINCED 
OIL COMPANIES TO CHARTER TANKERS FOR FUTURE DELIVERY AND THEN TOOK 
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THE CHARTERS TO BANKS TO OBTAIN THE MONEY TO BUILD SHIPS. THIS 
FORM OF FINANCING REVOLUTIONIZED THE TANKER INDUSTRY. NOW, WITH 
FIFTY SHIPS TOTALING NEARLY SEVEN MILLION TONS, LUDWING IS ONE 
OF THE WORLD'S MAJOR INDEPENDENT SHIP-OWNERS. 

BUT ALL HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS PALE IN COMPARISON WITH HIS 
NEW AMAZONIAN VENTURE. AFTER FIRST LOOKING TO AFRICA, LUDWIG WAS 
PERSUADED BY BRAZILIAN OFFICIALS TO PURCHASE A ONE-AND-A-HALF 
MILLION HECTARE TRACT OF LAND ON THE JARIS RIVER ABOUT 400 
KILOMETERS FROM THE ATLANTIC COAST CITY OF BELEM, TO BEGIN 
CLEARING THE LAND FOR A CULTIVATED FOREST IN WHICH TO TRANSPLANT 
FASTER GROWING TREES, LUOWIG HAD TO IMPORT EVERYTHING, INCLUDING 
PEOPLE. HE DUG DEEP INTO HIS POCKET TO BUILD A NEW TOWN 
ATTRACTIVE ENOUGH TO HOLD WORKERS. THEN HE TURNED TO HISAHI 
SHINTO, PRESIDENT OF A JAPANESE SHIPYARD TO CONSTRUCT A CELLULOSE 
PLANT AND A POWER GENERATOR ON TWO FOLATING BARGES TO PROVIDE 
ELECTRICITY TO THE VELLAGE AND THE PLANT. THE BARGES ARE NOW IN 
TOW ON A 25 THOUSAND KILOMETER VOYAGE FROM JAPAN AROUND THE CAPE 
OF GOOD HOPE, AND ARE DUE TO ARRIVE IN BRAZIL IN EARLY MAY, 
DESPITE THE RISKS AND HIGH COSTS INVOLVED, OBSERVERS SEE IN THIS 
AMAZON JUNGLE COMPLEX THE POSSIBLE FORERUNNER OF A NEW APPROACH 
TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE THIRD WORLD. 
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